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1. Part of a Letter from Mr, Ralph Thoresby, K R, S. to 
Dr. Martin Lifter, Fellow of the CoUedge of Phyficians and 
R, St concerning a Roman Sheild, 

Since my former, having procured an old Roman Shield, of 
a different form from that I had before, and oblerving 
them both to be of different Materials from the ufual Delcrip- 
tions of them (which I al(b apprehend to be in other parts de- 
li h fe^ivc) 
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no, corio fuferinduBoy u^on a ftdft Survey^ there is nothing of 
Wood, bur the Handle^ in either of them. The Ancient Ro^ 
mum 1 oblkve had Three Words, Scutum^ Tarma^ & Clypetis^ 
for that c efiofive Weapon we generally Englilh a Sheild.v^hkh 
notwitbftanding their ditferenr Forms or Matter, their Au- 
thors (cfpecially in the Declenfion ot the Empire) frequency 
confound^ as^ if I miftake not^ we do Sheild^ Buckler^ and 
Target. The Scfitum, & Clfpem^ in Fof m, f «^ enim rotunda, 
C^ m orkm ju^um relata^ Cljpeos dsxere^ fand of this tort are 
thoie votii^e 5hciids upon the Colums or Trunk of Paim Trees. 
jnfbribed, VIC. AVG. or DAC PAR. &c. in their n!^ 
Coins) ^ua inkngnm emhant^ Scuta, bothth^ Smtttm :ind Par- 
ma. are by very good Authors^ as we!! more .^ncient as mo- 
derttj pofidvely laid to be of Wood covered with Leather^ 
and fo part^cula ly Mr. Ob. Walker y in his late ingenious HtJL 
0f Coins J but thecnfuing Defciiption will eritice^ that Bermr- 
dm ipfe non vide.t omnia. This Sheild or^uckkr is of the Par^^ 
ma Kind, and rightly fo called, quode medto in omnes partes ftt 
far J whereas the Scutum was mdlily Oval, thc/ibmetimesi^^ 
hicfitum^ with Co ners equally broad, it is Fifreen Inc^hes 
Diameter^ whereof a little more than a chird part is taken up 
with the Vmh; or protuberant Bofs at theiNavel/ which is 
tnade of an Iron Convex Plate, wrought hollow on the infide, 
to receive the GladiatoJ^'s Hand, irpon the Center of this is a 
leffer Eofi, wherein thfere feems ro ba\''e been fixed, fome 
kind of Cuffis^ or ftarp offenfive Weapon^ to be u(ed when 
they came to fight Hand to Hand, bat the Form of this I 
cannot delcribe,both the Sheilds being defe^ive in that point ; 
nor can I receive any Light itam my Colledioo of Coins, for 
tho' it feem to be the fame that Mars Bellator or Gradivm (\ov 
Mars Quirinm is not armed or marching) is ,o^ibaliy defcibed 
with, yet the Sheild being carried in the Left-Hand, only the 
Back Part of it is apparent. From the faid Umbo the Sheild 
is Four Inches and an half broad on each fide, in which are 
II circular equidiftant Rows of Braft Smds of that Size, that 
Vid4 Fig* 9* 2 22 are fet in the oetmoft Circle, which is 4 Foot wanting 
3 Inches, (for that is the Circumference of tho-Buckler) and fo 
proportionably in the leiler Circles to the Center of thefe 1 1 
%Km% of Brazen Studs^ the inmoit Circle is placed upon the 
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XJryihoit (elf, the next 8 upon as many drcular Pktes of Iron, 
each a third of an Inch broad. The two outerrnoft upon one 
thicker Plate an Inch broad : in the lictla Intervals between 
theie circular Places are plainly difcovered cerrain ctcSL^mi- 
n<e^ that pafi on the Back of the ocher^ from the Umbo to the 
exterior Circle j ^ind thcle Iron Plates are alio about the third 
part of an Inch p,t the bmader End cowards tneCircumference^ 
butg-adually contr<3cted mco a narrower Breadth^ that they 
mav he brought into the Compaliof the Umhat tha Center. 
The inner Coat next to choie Iron Plates f for i coc ic a Utrk 
open hehindi that I might more diftindiy difcern the Workj 
is made of very thick hard ftrong Leather, which cuts bright^ 
fomewhat like Parchment. UpOTi that is a fecond Cover of 
the lame^ and on the outjfide of this are plaited the Iron Pins 
that run through the Brafs Studs j for tha afaora- mentioned 
BrafsStudsarecaftparely for Ornament upon the Heads of 
the (aid Iron Pins the fixth part of an Inch long, that none 
of the Iron appears : this reminds me of Jtilim Cefar's Policy, 
who, as Suetonim tells us^ countenano>^d this piece of Pride or 
Oftentation in his Army, m Argento & Auro foli'tis Armu or- 
nmety fimul & adj^eciemy &* quo t enactor $s eorum in pmlto ejfenf^ 
metH damnL The next Cover to the plaiting of the laid Nails 
(which pals through the circular and crofs Iron Plates, and 
both the Leather Covers ) is a pure jinnen Cloth, but difco- 
loured, though perhaps not with Jk^ only, but (bwer Wine 
and Salt, or Ibme other Liquid wherein it feemsto have been 
freeped. And laftly, upon the (aid Linnen is the outmoft 
Cover, which is of fofcer Leather, all which Coats that com- 
pofe the Sheild, are bound together by two circular Plates of 
Iron, a thin arid narrow one towards the Center, and a thick- 
er and large one, an Inch broad at the Circumference, which 
is cufioufly nailed with two rows of very fmall Tackets, above 
400 in Number, tlie vacant Holes whence fome of the Nails 
are dropt out, are little bigger than to admit the Point of a 
Pair of fmall Compaifes, both which Rims do likewife fatten 
the Handle(the only part of Woi)d) which has alio Six other 
Ironj Plates about three or four Inches long, to lecure it. 

That Sheild which I lately prpcured, differshot {6 much in 
Size (though it iscompleatly a Foot larger in the Circumfe- 
rence) as in the Form^ for whereas this already delcribed is al- 
moft flat, except the iy^^WxtsgUmh^ this is abfolutely Concave^ 

and 




( ^^8 ) 

^nd from the Skirts of the protuberant Bofs m the middle, it 
files gradaaiiy to the Circuniierence^ Vvhich is nigh three In- 

has Fourteen Rows 
:es of Iron they are 
fixed in, do not lie upon oiher crofs plates^ as the former does^ 
but each from triQ Center^ upon the outer Edge of the other^ 
which occafions its rlaog in that Concave manner. 

That thsfe were pare of rhe Acoutrement of the Roman 
Eqmtcs^ rather than either the Velites or Hafiati^ I conclude, 
becaufe that/ though al! in general had Sheilds, yet thofe of 
th^Vdites^ who were as the Forlorn Hopes ^ ftem more flight, 
and are exprefly faid to be> e Ugm com fuperindnBo^ thofe of 
the Hafiati are not only faid , e fluribm lignk & ajfercuUs 
conftit^ &c, but were ah^o Four Foot long to cover the whole 
Body, when (looping j of which kind were likewife thole of 
the Prmcipes and TriariL Whereas the Defcription that the A- 
nonymous Author of Roma lHufirata with Fahkim's Notes, 
gives in his Armatara Equitum, comes the nigheft this, Scutum 
five farmam hahebant eoc bovillo corio^ arte kviter durata, but 
then he adds, ecque mero^ nulla matetie fubjeBa^ omitting not 
only the ornamental Studs, but the Iron Work, which C^w/7- 
lf/<f firft contrived as a defence againft the immenfe Swords of 
the Gauls. 1 have endeavoured to make this Defcription more 
intelligible by a Draught of the Sheild above-mentioned. 

Fide Fig. 9. 

Leeds <i x6 Febr» 169I. 




P o s r S C K I P T. 

Aving heard of fbm^ Roman Coins lately plow'd up 
. about Nottingham^ I procured a Parcel of them,but they 
prove common, and moft of tetricm^ tho' fome alfo of G^//i- 

mm^ Viciorinmp and Clmdim Gothicm^ 
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